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RA EARCH STF3 CEN REPORTS AND GLOSSARY 


Twenty-nine page profile reports, based on STF3 (Summary Tape File 3, from the sample of about 1 household in 6 that 
completed the long census form in April 1990), include No.460, City of Boston Profile and Nos 467-482, the 16 


Neighborhood Planning Districts Profiles. Similar profiles for the City's 69 Neighborhood Statistical Areas are also 


available by request. 


BRA report No. 430 is a 31 page Detailed Glossary of Census Terminology. A brief description of some key census issues 


and terms follows. 


STF1 (short form, 100 percent count) vs. STF3 (long form, about one in six sample count) 


We recommend using the STF1 data over the STF3 data wherever precise STF1 counts are available because of the 
“confidentaility edit" as well as inaccuracies resulting from the STF3 sampling approach. 


To determine differences, the "Total" sample count (STF3) and the "100 percent count" (STF1) are both shown at the upper 
left on pages 1 and 22 of the 29 page STF3 profiles, from tables P1 and H1, respectively. 


CONFIDENTIALITY EDIT, "HOUSEHOLD SWAPPING" AND HOW IT AFFECTS CENSUS DATA. 


For the 1990 Census, a new method of protecting the confidentiality was devised. Every cell of every table contains real 
numbers, but some small fraction of the households reported as being in each place actually live in some other location. The 
households which have been swapped between locations were matched so that the total number of persons by race, 
American Indian Tribe membership, and Hispanic ethnicity in each location was unchanged by the swapping. Furthermore, 
age was matched to the extent that the number of persons over and under age 18 in each location was unchanged by the 
household swapping. 


Household swapping does impact upon such data items as exact age, sex ratios, and form of home ownership and household 
composition as reported in STF1 data tables, and upon items such as education, employment, and income’ which are covered 
in STF3 tables. However, the overall impact of household swapping, called the confidentiality edit, on the accuracy of the 
data is less than that of non-sampling errors (false or incorrect reporting or recording of data), coverage errors (missed 
households or persons), and processing errors (clerical and computer errors). This new method greatly enhances the utility of 
the data because all tables are complete including areas of very small population. However, wherever counts are small 
accuracy is diminished due to the higher rate of household swapping. 


No data suppression in 1990. In the 1970 and 1980 censuses, if the number of persons, households, or units to be presented 
in a table for an area was small enough so that it might have been possible to make individual identifications, then the data in 
such a table were often suppressed and represented by “***" or O in published tables or tape files. While this form of 
protection of confidentiality was effective, it made it difficult to use the tables as a source for secondary analysis. No exact 
value could be assigned to "***", and "false" 0's which made it impossible to sum across tables without complex programming 
to control for suppression of data. 


SELECTED SUBJECT DEFINITIONS 


Age: 


The age classification is based on the age of the person in completed years as of April 1, 1990. Yet, review of detailed 1990 
information shows that a number of respondents tended to provide their age as of the date of their completion of the 
questionnaire, not their age as of April 1, 1990. It is likely that approximately 10 percent of persons in most age groups are 
actually 1 year younger. 


Contract Rent: 


Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to or contracted for, regardless of any furnishings, utilities, fees, meals, 
or services that may be included. (For more information, see "Specified Renter-Occupied Housing Units Paying Cash Rent".) 


Family Households (families): 


Includes a householder and one or more other persons living inthe same household who are related to the householder by 
birth, marriage, or adoption. The number of family households always equals the number of families: however, a family 
household may also include non-relatives living with the family. Families are classified by type as either a married-couple 
family or other family which is further classified into "male householder” (a family with a male householder and no wife 
present) or "female householder’ (a family with a female householder and no husband present). 


Group Quarters: 


1) 


2) 


Includes all persons not living in households. Two general categories of group quarters are recognized: 


institutionalized persons which includes persons under formally authorized, supervised care or custody in institutions (such as 
correctional institutions, nursing homes, and juvenile institutions) at the time of enumeration and 


other persons in group quarters which includes all persons who live in group quarters other than institutions or persons who 
live in living quarters when there are 10 or more unrelated persons living in the unit. Also included are persons residing in 
certain other types of living arrangements regardless of the number of people sharing the unit. 
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Hispanic Origin: 
Persons of Hispanic origin are those who Classified themselves in one of the specific Hispanic origin categories listed on the 
questionnaire—"Mexican,""Puerto Rican," or "Cuban"—as well as those who indicated that they were of "other 
Spanish/Hispanic" origin. Origin can be viewed as the ancestry, nationality group, lineage, or Country of birth of the person or 
the person's parents or ancestors before their arrival in the United States. Hispanic ongin is viewed by the U.S. Census as an 
ethnicity. Persons of Hispanic ongin may be of any race. 


Homeowner Vacancy Rate: 
The percentage relationship between the number of vacant units for sale and the total homeowner inventory. It is computed 
by dividing the number of vacant units for sale only by the sum of the Owner-occupied units and the number of vacant units 
that are for sale only. (For more information, see "Vacant Housing Units.") 


Householder: 
Includes, in most cases, the person or one of the persons in whose name the home is owned, being bought, or rented and 
who is listed in column 1 of the census questionnaire. If there is no such person in the household, any adult household 
member 15 years old and over could be designated as the householder. 


Households: 
Includes all the persons who occupy a housing unit. Persons not living in households are classified as living in group quarters. 
In 100 percent tabulations, the count of households always equals the count of occupied housing units. 


Housing Units: 
Includes a house, an apartment, a mobile home, a group of rooms, or a Single room that is occupied (or if vacant, is intended 
for occupancy) as separate living quarters. (For more information, see "Vacant Housing Units.") 


Non-Family Households: 
Includes a householder living alone or with nonrelatives only. (For more information, see "Family Households.”) 


Race: 

The Bureau of the Census collects and publishes racial statistics as outlined in Statistical Policy Directive No.15 issued by the 
Office of Management and Budget. This directive provides standards on ethnic and racial categories for statistical reporting to 
be used by all Federal agencies. According to the directive, the basic racial categones are Amencan Indian or Alaska Native, 
Asian or Pacific Islander, Black, and White. The directive identifies Hispanic origin as an ethnicity. The concept of race the 
Bureau of the Census uses reflects self-identification by respondents that is, the individual's perception of his/her racial 
identity. The concept is not intended to reflect any biological or anthropological definition. Although the Bureau of the Census 
adheres to the overall guidelines of Directive No.15, we recognize that there are persons who do not identify with a specific 
racial group. The 1990 census race question includes an “Other race” category with provisions for a write-in entry. Many 
persons of Hispanic origin self-identified "Other race” as their racial category. 


Rental Vacancy Rate: 
The percentage relationship of the number of vacant units for rent to the total rental inventory. It is computed by dividing the 
number of vacant units for rent by the sum of the renter-occupied units and the number of vacant units for rent. (For more 
information, see "Vacant Housing Units.”) 


Seasonal, Recreational, or Occasional Use: 
Includes vacant units used or intended for use only in certain seasons or for weekend or other occasional use throughout the 
year. (For more information, see "Vacant Housing Units.”) 


Specified Owner-Occupied Housing Units: 
Includes only one-family houses on less than 10 acres without a business or medical office on the property. The data for 
"specified" units exclude mobile homes, houses with a business or medical office, houses on 10 or more acres. and housing 
units in multi-unit buildings. (For more information, see "Value.”) 


Specified Renter-Occupied Housing Units Paying Cash Rent: 
Includes all renter-occupied housing units except one-family houses on 10 or more acres Housing units that are renter- 
occupied without payment of cash rent are excluded. (For more information, see "Contract Rent =) 


Vacant Housing Units: 
A housing unit is vacant if no one is living in it at the time of enumeration, unless its occupants are only temporarily absent 
Units temporarily occupied at the time of enumeration entirely by persons who have a usual residence elsewhere are also 
Classified as vacant. (For more information, see “Housing Units") 


Value: 
Value is the respondent's estimate of how much the property (house and lot, mobile home and lot, or condominium unit) would 
sell for if it were for sale. (For more information, see "Specified Owner-Occupied Housing Units “) 
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Population: Poverty Status Page 20 of 29 
Boston Redevelopment Authority Special File created from 1990 Census of Population and Housing, Summary Tape File 3A 


Area Name: Electoral District 7 Area Type: Boston Election Commission 1993 district 
State: MA County: 025 (Suffolk) MCD: 005 Place: 0440 CMSA: 1122 PMSA: 1120 UA: 1120 Special area code: 7 
P122. Poverty Status in 1989 by Age by Household Type and Relationship P121. Ratio of Income in 1989 to 
(Universe: Persons for whom poverty status is determined) Poverty Level (Universe: 
Persons for whom poverty status 
------ 15-64 ------- ------ 65-74 ------- ------- 75+ -------- is determined) 
Above Below Above Below Above Below Cumulative 
Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty Persons Percent 
In married-couple family 13,738 2,922 981 167 282 40 Under .5S0 8,470 14.8% 
In other family: -50 to .74 5,490 24.4% 
Male householder, no -75 to .99 4,347 32.0% 
wife present 2,217 716 130 15 133 8 1.00 to 1.24 4,238 39.4% 
Female householder, no 1.25 to 1.49 2,854 44.4% 
husband present 13,441 10,059 312 97 211 74 1.50 to 1.74 3,229 50.1% 
Unrelated individuals: 1.75 to 1.84 1,108 52.0% 
In family households 841 563 32 22 22 9 1.85 to 1.99 1,192 54.1% 
In nonfamily households: 2.00 and over 26,246 100.0% 
Householder: 
ee alone 2,745 1,513 972 361 667 245 Total 57,174 
Not living alone 755 298 69 11 12 0 
Nonrelatives 991 596 20 29 19 QQ --------------------------------------- 
In group quarters 227 544 41 12 9 6 
P126. Poverty Status in 1989 by 
ne +--+ +e Family Type and Age of Children 
(Universe: Related children 
under 18 years) 
P127. Poverty Status in 1989 by Age of Householder by Household Type Above Below 
(Universe: Households) Poverty Poverty 
fo In married-couple 
------------------- Age of Householder ------------------------- family: 
O - 4 years 1,459 211 
en---- 15-64 ------- ------ 65-74 ------- ------- 754% -------- S years 207 72 
Above Below Above Below Above Below 6 - 17 years 2,585 1,003 


Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty In other family: 
Male householder, 


Married-couple family 3,461 586 579 72 123 19 no spouse: 


Other family: 0 - 4 years 248 157 
Male householder, no 5S years 27 6 
wife present 738 199 96 8 84 } 6 - 17 years 332 175 
Female householder, no Female householder, 
husband present 3,778 2,828 270 69 106 35 no spouse: 

Nonfamily households: 0 - 4 years 1,256 1,890 
Hoassnoldere 5S years 214 279 

rere alone 2,745 1,513 972 361 667 245 6 - 17 years 3,463 3,793 
Not living alone 735 298 69 11 12 0 


Thompson Hall, univ. of Mase. /4mherst 9190 
oston 02201 (617) 722-4300 Page 2 
Area Type: Boston Election Commission 1993 district 


ow 


State Data Center, Mass. Inst! 
Boston Redevelopment Authority, 
Area Name: Electoral District 7 
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Housing: Tenure and Occupancy Page 23 of 29 
Boston Redevelopment Authority Special File created from 1990 Census of Population and Housing, Summary Tape File 3A 


Area Name: Electoral District 7 Area Type: Boston Election Commission 1993 district 
State: MA County: 025 (Suffolk) MCD: 005 Place: 0440 CMSA: 1122 PMSA: 1120 UA: 1120 Special area code: 7 
H8/H14/15/19. Tenure by Race and Hispanic Origin of Householder H16/17. Rooms 
(Universe: Persons in occupied housing units) (Universe: Housing units) 
Amer Ind Asian & Other * Hispanic 1 room 1,099 
Total White Black Esk 6 Al Pac Isl Race * Origin 2 rooms 2,249 
: 3 rooms 4,148 
id 4 rooms 5,215 
Owner occupied 12,532 1,516 9,297 78 15 1,626 * 1,285 S rooms 5,197 
Persons per unit 3.5 72a be) 3.6 4.3 3.0 435%" 5.5 6 rooms 2,951 
> 7 rooms 1,004 
Renter occupied 44,027 4,989 30,703 181 730 7,424 * 10,458 8 rooms 404 
Persons per unit nS Zire Za4 3.1 2.9 ah} 3.4 9+ rooms 1,321 
a 
Total occupied 56,559 6,505 40,000 259 745 9,050 * 11,743 Aggregate number 
Persons per unit 2.7 2.3 2.6 3.4 2.9 35.71" 3.6 of rooms 106,062 
Mean rooms per unit 4.5 
H18. Tenure by Persons in Unit H7. Condominium Status by Tenure and Mortgage Status 
(Universe: Occupied housing units) (Universe: Occupied housing units) 
Total Owner Renter Non- 
Units Occupied Occupied Condo Condo 
1 person 6,513 896 5,617 Owner occupied: 
2 persons 4,859 914 3,945 With a mortgage 172 2,114 
3 persons 3,719 639 3,080 Not mortgaged 40 1,275 
4 persons 2,697 504 2,193 Renter occupied 452 16,823 
5S persons 1,449 292 1,157 
6 persons 842 190 652 
7+ persons 797 166 631 


H31/32/33. Bedrooms 
(Universe: Housing units) 


- €  erne------- Occupied Units --------- 
Total if Vacant od 
Units x cad Units - Total Owner Renter 
No bedroom 1,236 5.2% % 136 ~< 1,100 9 1,091 
1 bedroom 6,130 26.0% ie 495 : $,635 201 $,434 
2 bedrooms 7,486 31.7% . 1,002 * 6,484 965 5,519 
3 bedrooms 5,825 24.7% z 654 be 5,171 1,138 4,033 
4 bedrooms 1,782 7.6% 2 265 . 1,517 564 953 
S+ bedrooms 1,129 4.8% : 160 969 724 245 
2 2 
Total housing units 23,588 100.0% : 2,712 3 20,876 3,601 17,275 
SSSSSSSS SSS SSS SSS SS SS SSS SS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSSSSSSSSSSSS SSS SSS SSS SSH SSS SSSSSSSSSSSS SSS SSH SSS SSSSsssssssssssssssssssrsssssssss=e 
State Nata Center, Mass. Institute for Social & Econom'c Research, 128 Thompson Hail, Univ. of Mase./Amherst 01003 (413) 545-3460 
Boston Redevelopment Authority, Research Dept., Room 964, City Hall, Boston 02201 (617) 722-4300 Page 23 of 29 


Area Name: Electoral District 7 Area Type: Boston Election Commission 1993 district 
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Housing: Mortgage Status and Owner Costs Page 27 of 29 
Boston Redevelopment Authority Special File created from 1990 Census of Population and Housing, summery Tape File 3A 
9 


Area Name: Electoral District 7 Area Type: Boston Election Commission 1993 district 
State: MA County: 025 (Suffolk) MCD: 005 Place: 0440 CMSA: 1122 PMSA: 1120 UA: 1120 Special area code: 7 
HS2/53. Mortgage Status and Selected HS4/55. Race/Ethnicity of Householder by Mortgage Status and 
Monthly Owner Costs Selected Monthly Owner Costs 
(Universe: Specified owner- (Universe: epectived owner-occupied housing units) 
occupied housing units) 
enewasecksonnencceccewe== With B: Mortgage See ee eee 
With a mortgage: 
Amer Ind Asian & Other * Hispanic 
Less than #200 32 White Black Esk & Al Pac Isl Race * Origin 
@ 200 - 299 8 : 
¢ 300 - 399 24 & 0- 299 0 39 0 0 pe 0 
@¢ 400 - 499 39 $ 300 - 499 0 36 0 0 27.55 10 
¢ s00 - 599 21 ¢ S00 - 699 13 39 0 0 Babes 0 
@¢ 600 - 699 31 ¢ 700 - 999 0 156 0 0 205" 23 
¢ 700 - 799 34 @1000 - 1499 36 171 0 0 Lt fee 0 
¢ 800 - 899 58 #1500 or more 11 107 0 0 cB Bal 3 
¢ 900 - 999 84 
@ 1000 - 1249 163 coe easactedscucesnaanaacene NOt MOF (GGG @ Oa — 9 < 6802 eee 
@ 1250 - 1499 44 
¢ 1500 - 1999 75 Amer Ind Asian & Other * Hispanic 
@ 2000 or more $2 White Black Esk & Al Pac Isl Race * Origin 
Total 664 7 
$ 0 - 99 0 21 0 0 [hid 0 
¢ 100 - 199 18 37 3 0 ties 0 
@ 200 - 299 29 93 0 0 C= 4 
Not mortgaged: @ 300 - 399 9 77 0 0 O-* 0 
@ 400 or more 15 132 0 0 A oa 11 
Less than #100 21 
@ 100 - 149 25 
@ 150 - 199 33 
@ 200 - 249 23 
¢ 250 - 299 99 : 
@ 300 - 349 45 
@¢ 350 - 399 41 
@ 400 or more 166 
Total 453 
Median owner costs: 
With a mortgage $1,003 
Not mortgaged $328 
H57. Mean Selected Monthly Owner Costs by Mortgage Status HS6. Aggregate Selected Monthly Owner Costs by Mortgage Status 
(Universe: Owner-occupied condominium housing units) (Universe: Owner-occupied mobile homes or trailers) 
With a mortgage $1,209 With a mortgage $2,712 
Not mortgaged 6444 Not mortgaged $0 
State Data Senter, Mass. Institute fer Social $ Escnomic Research, 128 Thompson Hall, Univ. of Mass. /émherst 01003 (413) $45-3460 
Boston Redevelopment Authority, Research Dept., Room 964, City Hall, Boston 02201 (617) 722-4300 Page 27 of 29 
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